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ELJC support line
07904 813162
Use this number if you have an emergency and
really need to speak to someone. It goes to one
of our members. Otherwise please leave a
message on the community phone and we will
respond as soon as possible.

Events and Services
Date Friday 7 October 2011
Event Kol Nidrei Service led by Rabbi Mark Solomon
Venue St Mark's, 7 Castle Terrace
Time 7pm
Date Saturday 8 October 2011
Event Yom Kippur Services led by Rabbi Mark
Solomon
Venue St Mark's, 7 Castle Terrace
Time 11am
Date Saturday 15 October 2011
Event Shabbat Succot.

Please bring some greenery and fruit and help
build the succah from 9am

Venue St Columba's by the Castle
Time 11am
Date Wednesday 19 October 2011
Event Erev Simchat Torah
Venue Columcille Centre, 2 Newbattle Terrace
Time 6.30pm
Date Friday 21 October 2011
Event Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Venue Marchmont St Giles, 1a Kilgraston Road
Time 6.15pm

Date Saturday 29 October 2011
Event Shabbat Service & Bar Mitzvah of Sam

Montague, Rabbi Mark Solomon officiating
Venue Magnusson Centre, Edinburgh Academy,

42 Henderson Row
Time 11am
Followed by a kiddush sponsored by the Montague
family to which all are invited.
NOTE: As you enter the main gates to Edinburgh
Academy – look to the right of the main building and
the Magnusson Centre is at the rear. Parking is
available within the main gates
Date Sunday 30 October 2011
Event Choosing Judaism
Venue usual venue
Time 10.30am
Event Spinoza
Venue Columcille Centre, 2 Newbattle Terrace
Time 4pm
Date Friday 4 November 2011
Event Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Venue Marchmont St Giles, 1a Kilgraston Road
Time 6.15pm
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Future Dates
Our regular schedule is as follows:
Our Erev Shabbat service will be on the SECOND

Friday of each calendar month
and our Shabbat morning service on the Saturday

after the FOURTH Friday.
These services take place in the Columcille Centre,

2 Newbattle Terrace.

Jewish Calendar
Chanukah 20./21.28.12.2011
Tu B'Shevat 8.2.2012
Purim 7./8.3.2012
Pesach 6./7.14.4.2012
Shavuot 26./27.28.5.2012
9 Av 29.7.2012
Rosh Hashanah 5773 16./17.9.18.9.2012
Yom Kippur 26.9.2012

WUPJ Statement
on Palestinian

unilateral Declaration of
Independence
The World Union for Progressive Judaism,
representing over 1.8 million Jews in 48 countries,
views with concern the proposed Palestinian
Unilateral Declaration of Independence if brought to
the United Nations this week.

As Progressive Jews we support the concept
of an independent Palestinian state living side by side
in peace and harmony with the State of Israel. We
see direct goodfaith negotiations between Israel and
the Palestinian entity as the best way to realize this
goal.

For such a state to be welcomed in the
community of nations it must recognize the Jewish
character of the State of Israel and express its desire
to live in peace, harmony and cooperation with Israel.

The proposed vote raises concern that
another round of violent action might ensue. The
World Union for Progressive Judaism calls on both
sides to take all possible measures to prevent such
an occurrence and to work actively "to love peace
and pursue it."

Rabbi Stephen Fuchs, President World Union for
Progressive Judaism
Mike Grabiner, Chair World Union for Progressive
Judaism

Communities Family
Shabbaton
14 January 2012
Communities' Shabbaton with Gloucester Liberal
Jewish Community in Cheltenham. A chance for you
to meet and spend Shabbat with families, members
and leaders from Liberal, Reform, Masorti and
Independent communities. £20 per person, children
half price. Lunch, Torah Breakfast & refreshments
included. Phone 020 8349 5632, email
debi.penhey@lbc.ac.uk.

Limmud Conference: 25th
29th December 2011 at
University of Warwick

Limmud Conference 2011
applications are now
available online. This
December Limmud

Conference will play host to 2,500 people of all ages,
backgrounds and perspectives having a thousand
conversations on every subject. Limmud Conference
is at the University of Warwick and runs from Sun
day 25 to Thursday 29 December, with Shabbat
Limmud on Friday 23 and Saturday 24. To find out
more and how to book your place, click
http://www.limmud.org/conference/

Young Photographers
Competition!
The JC, in association with the Richard
Young Gallery, is launching its first
Young Photographers Competition,
aimed at people aged 30 and under.
Aspirant photographers, amateur or professional, are
invited to submit a picture on the theme of modern
Jewish Britain. The best pictures will be published in
the JC later this year, and the overall winner will have
a unique opportunity  their picture will go on show,
for sale, in the Richard Young Gallery during its
annual endofyear exhibition. To find out more, click
http://www.thejc.com/news/uknews/54318/getyour
cameraoutandsnapaphotoopportunity

mailto: debi.penhey@lbc.ac.uk
http://www.limmud.org/conference/
http://www.thejc.com/news/uk-news/54318/get-your-camera-out-and-snap-a-photo-opportunity


page 3

Chairman’s Word
Arguments about Mitzvah Day

As many of you will know Mitzvah Day is a Sunday in
November when people in the Jewish community are
encouraged to do good deeds for the community.
There is a UK National Mitzvah Day organisation that
coordinates activities organised by
different Jewish Communities,
provides a website with information
on projects and sends round
posters, flags and balloons to
publicise the event. In previous
years members have organized
various activities. Children have
donated and decorated Tshirts to
use as operating gowns for third
world children. We have collected
warm hats, anf gloves to send to
people in the former Soviet Union.
Since 2009 we have undertaken
conservation activities with the
Rangers in Holyrood Park,
including cutting back gorse bushes. Lauren Fox
organized the 2009 and then Phil Wadler took over for
2010 adn 2011. Edinburgh Hindus joined us in 2010
because Mitzvah day happened to coincide with the
Hindu equivalent, Sewa day. Last year the November
activity had been such fun and the rangers felt it was
useful, so Phil organized a further Mitzvah day in June
when we carried out different activities and we have a
certificate of thanks for it. Mitzvah day will be on
Sunday 20th November 2011 (see
http://www.mitzvahday.org.uk/) not coinciding with

Sewa day this year. But we are delighted that Phil
has organized another day with the Rangers for this
year's Mitzvah Day.

There have been some email exchanges
between members in connection with Mitzvah Day
that I would like to share with the community, and I will
add a few comments on this topic myself. We will be
happy to have comments and suggestions from other
members of the community too.

Phil was not particularly happy with the
Mitzvah Day organisation. He felt it focused too much
on selfcongratulation rather than on the tasks that
needed to be done. Do we really need more balloons
and flags when we could use those from last year that

are still in the cupboard?
What do you think? Should we
register with the National
organization?

Françoise Robertson
has questioned whether
conservation in Holyrood Park
is an appropriate activity to
count as a Mitzvah. She wrote
to Phil: “I thought clearing
bushes in no way
demonstrates the charity,
kindness and willingness to
help others that good Jews
should show! How about:
reading to the blind, visiting in

hospital for those that have no visitors, dog walking for
temporarily ill or disabled people, helping in hospital to
relieve Christians of duties on Xmas day, shopping for
an ill person, helping homeless people, entertaining
foreign students. There are so many things that could
be done!! Bushes? No”.

She makes interesting suggestions but
unfortunately, most do not fit in well with doing Mitzvot
for just one day. To be of any benefit to others they will
mostly need an ongoing commitment of weeks or
months. One needs to know people’s needs before
one can help and ensure that one does no harm.

The Edinburgh Volunteer Centre keeps a
register of organisations that are looking for
volunteers. When these are one day activities for a
group of people, most organisations charge a hefty
fee for a group to volunteer to cover staff costs to
supervise and train volunteers. This acknowledges
that doing Mitzvot together can be of benefit to
organisations by providing an opportunity to bond as a
community group. For our own sake, and that of
others and the community at large  do take time to
think about the suggestions in the box so we can
make a fine start for 5772. Gillian Raab

What you can do
If you are fit and able and think it
worthwhile, sign up for this year's

conservation activities in Holyrood Park
on 20th Novemberby emailing Phil

Wadler wadler@inf.ed.ac.uk
Think of ideas for mitzvot we could carry

out, either as a group or individuals,
perhaps from Françoise's list, and either

on Mitzvah day or with a longer
commitment and be prepared to help

organize them.

http://www.mitzvahday.org.uk/
mailto: wadler@inf.ed.ac.uk
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Community MattersCommunity Matters
Members' news
Mazal Tov
To Rebeccah Wober and Gordon Duffy on the birth of their new daughter Rose Mallory
Duffy, a wee sister for Solly. Rose made her first appearance in shul on Rosh Hashanah
along with her parents and grandparents.
Also to Stav Poleg on having two of her poems published in Horizon Review. You can
read them at http://www.saltpublishing.com/horizon/issues/06/text/Poleg_Stav%202%20poems.htm.
Finally Miriam Vickers for having an exhibition of her paintings mounted at the Fine Art Library (within the
Central Library) on George IV Bridge. See Announcements for details.
Welcome to new members
We are delighted to welcome four new members for the start of the New Year. David Finn, who has joined us
for High Holydays and seders recently, has now become a member and we look forward to his becoming more
involved with the community. Louis Mendelssohn from Fife (taking our count of Fifers to 7) and Karol Schlosser
from West Lothian who joined us for the first time over Rosh Hashanah have also become members. Many of
you will have met Joy Northcott who has attended several of our services in recent weeks along with her
husband Peter Bennett. We are delighted that Joy, who teaches English as a Foreign Language at Edinburgh
University, has decided to become a member and look forward to welcoming her and Peter to future events.
Sad news
Our condolences go to Stew, Gina and Rohan on the recent sudden and unexpected death of Stew's mother
Betty Green (Batia bat Shmuel). Stew says the family have really appreciated the kind messages and cards
sent and he thanks the community for their support.

Tashlich and our scapeswan
It was perfect weather for our Tashlich trip to the banks of the Water of Leith. Rabbi Mark read the quote from
Micah “You will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea”. Our sins (pieces of bagel) may not have made it to

the sea this year as most of them were eagerly consumed by our
attendant swan.
Progressive Jews are often scornful of the primitive symbolism of
Tashlich, which is never mentioned in the Talmud. One can find
many interpretations of the symbolism on the internet, bread (sins),
fish (no eylids, see everything, taking away the sins to the sea) and
water (washing away, renewal), that attempt to explain the
ceremony. But the explanation I like best comes from the
Hartman Institute and suggests that it has its origins in a trip for
pure pleasure after the midday meal when, under the shade of the
tangled tree branches and against the gurgling sound of the pure
river water, those present entertained themselves by throwing
crumbs to the fish, which jumped out of the water in an attempt to
catch them. The article argues that the symbolism was added later
in an attempt to justify this leisure pastime. I feel very comfortable
going back to the origins. What could be more pleasant than a
stroll by the river on the afternoon of the festival, with religious
symbolism as an optional extra?

Gillian Raab

http://www.saltpublishing.com/horizon/issues/06/text/Poleg_Stav%202%20poems.htm
http://www.hartman.org.il/Research_And_Comment_View.asp?Article_Id=567&Cat_Id=324&Cat_Type=Research_And_Comment
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Events and Announcements
Peace Conference
Sunday 9th October 2011 Time: 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Venue: Gibson Craig Hall
156 Lanark Road, Edinburgh, EH14 5NY

One of the beauties of living in Scotland is being a part of its diversity. It has a multitude of cultural and
religious variety, all of which coexist alongside one another. In a unique environment such as this, occasionally
it is important to share this splendid diversity with each other and remind ourselves of the things that we have in
common, as opposed to those which set us apart. With each day that passes and the changing climate of the
world, the need for this becomes more and more apparent.

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community Edinburgh has the pleasure of inviting you to the "Peace
Conference" followed by a Question & Answer session with a Panel of Representatives from various Faith
groups including Rabbi Mark Solomon.

Please let them know if you would like to attend.
Taimur Malik 07940 368334
Email: amaedinburgh@gmail.com
Refreshments will be provided

Exhibition
Land and Life: Paintings by Miriam Vickers
at the Fine Art Library (within the Central Library), George IV Bridge, 7th to 31st October during library opening
hours.

Edinburgh Jewish Literary Society
Dr Ben Outhwaite: “The Cairo Genizah, a notsohorrible history of the Jewish Middle Ages”.
October 16th, 8pm, Marian Oppenheim Hall, Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation, 4 Salisbury Road

The remarkable treasure trove of manuscripts preserved by the Jewish community of medieval Cairo
continues to astound researchers with the detailed picture it paints of life in the Middle Ages. Far from being
‘nasty, brutish and short’, life for the Jews of the Genizah world encompassed a period of prosperity, relative
political power and a great flowering of intellectual endeavour. For the last hundred years, discoveries made
among the nearly quarter of a million Genizah manuscripts have given us unparalleled access into the hearts
and minds of a cultured, urbane and sophisticated society.
Dr Maria Diemling: “Nursing babies: Christian wetnurses and Jewish families. A case study in
JewishChristian relations in the Early Modern Period”.
November 13th, 8pm, Marian Oppenheim Hall, Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation, 4 Salisbury
Road

This talk will discuss the practice of wetnursing in the context of JewishChristian relations. Until the
development of formula for infant feeding in the 19th century, wetnurses were the only safe alternative to
maternal breastfeeding. Generally speaking, more Jewish women needed wetnurses than there were Jewish
women who could provide this service and therefore Jews had to look outside their communities for women who
could fill this need. This raises interesting questions such as the nature of relations between employers and
servants across religious and cultural boundaries, concerns about food, discussions about the moral qualities of
mothers and wetnurses and fear of pollution. It also allows us some insight into the roles women played in
establishing links with other women outside their specific culture and adds to our understanding of the
complexity of JewishChristian relations.

mailto: amaedinburgh@gmail.com
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Calling all Artists
You have a chance to enter a competition in memory of the late Jack Goldhill, businessman and

philanthropist, and celebrating the links he had to Jewish Care and the art world. Jack Goldhill’s family have
denoted substantial prizes (first prize £5,000). Winners of the Jack Goldhill Painting Prize will be asked to
donate their work to leading health and social care charity, Jewish Care, to be displayed in one of their care
homes or centres for all to enjoy.

The Jack Goldhill Painting Prize is a celebration of fine art in the UK. Open to artists aged 18+ and living
or working in the UK, the prize welcomes artworks of any subject matter, that use fine art materials on any form
of support. Full details can be accessed at http://www.jewishcare.org/paintingprize/

Jewish Book Club
We meet in members' houses on the first Monday of the month to discuss books of Jewish interest. If
you would be interested to join please email Betsy Dorfman ( brdorfman@yahoo.com ) for details of
future meetings.

Equal Marriage Scotland Campaign
As some of you may know the Scottish Parliament has issued a
consultation to find the views of individuals and organisations in
Scotland about making marriage available to samesex couples
and civil partnerships to opposite sex partnerships.
see
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf
On 28 September campaigners of a variety of religious groups in
Scotland launched the Equal Marriage Scotland Campaign, lobbying
the Scottish Parliament to change legislation, so that samesex unions may be blessed in religious ceremonies.
Because of the differences in marriage legislation between Scotand and the rest of the UK, this could be more
easily achieved here in Scotland than it could elsewhere. ELJC's Rabbi Mark Solomon took part in the debate
and featured prominently in the media coverage, including being interviewed on the BBC's Reporting Scotland,
as seen here. You can read further press coverage of the event here
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/politics/faithgroupsunitetobackgayweddings1.1126547
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/scotland/Samesexmarriagebandeniesfreedom.6844471.jp

A Budapest New Year
Charles Raab
When I discovered that I was to be in Budapest on erev Rosh Hashanah, I surfed online for a service to attend
and found there was one at Szim Salom (Sim Shalom), one of the two nonOrthodox Budapest congregations. I
enquired about details of time and place: they were to meet in a hired hotel conference room for a service that
would include a Torah reading, and then a communal dinner. They would not do a service on Rosh Hashanah
morning itself, but instead there would be a shiur followed by a festive Kiddush and then Tashlich in the Danube,
but I would have to miss that because I would be flying back to Edinburgh that day. So I decided to attend the
erev service. They extended a warm welcome by email and would be expecting me for a 6 pm start.

http://www.jewishcare.org/paintingprize/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/politics/faith-groups-unite-to-back-gay-weddings-1.1126547
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/scotland/Samesex-marriage-ban-denies-freedom.6844471.jp
mailto:brdorfman@yahoo.com
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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I arrive at that time and was greeted by the person who had emailed me, who then introduced me to someone
who turned out to be a Professor of Physics, formerly from Kentucky, and who struck up a conversation (he was
later to give an excellent shofar rendition) before handing me on to the Rabbi Katalin Kelemen, whom I had
earlier determined was acquainted with Rabbi Mark Solomon from her days in training at Leo Baeck College:
small world! She had very thoughtfully photocopied the English passage from Abraham Heschel about halachah
and aggadah that would later form the basis of her sermon in Hungarian. She then handed me on to an elderly
man who just happened to be – like me – a political scientist. He had once had an enjoyable visit to our beautiful
city, and we then had a good chat about his research on party politics in Hungary, based on some theoretical
literature that I just happened to have recalled from several decades ago: a very small world!
People were continuing to file into the room. They ranged in age from old to very young and numbered about
60. Although I had expected the congregation would be full of other waifs and strays who happened to be in
Budapest for the day, almost all the congregants were Hungarian. Many were wearing tallitot and not in the
American neckscarf manner (common in some foreign nonOrthodox shuls as well) but the way we do it in
Sukkat Shalom. After all the meeting and greeting, airkissing and otherwise, we were well into Jewish time
when the service started, and everyone had a photocopy of the order of service, in Hebrew and Hungarian. I
immediately felt very much at home with the proceedings, except for the language difference. The tunes were
identical to ours with only minor variations, and people actually sang in tune although there was no equivalent
voice to Mark’s to lead them. A baritone voice just a shade less resonant than Maurice’s took us through Avenu
Malkeinu, and three congregants – female and male – read excellently from the Torah, followed by Hungarian
translations. I was told that one of those receiving aliyot was actually the son (or nephew? or grandson?) of the
chazzan at the great and famous Dohany Street Orthodox synagogue, and that the said chazzan sometimes
came to Sim Shalom’s events.
The service lasted about 90 minutes, and then we all repaired to a smaller room furnished with standup round
tables on each of which were bowls of honey, apple sections, and a covered round, braided challah very liberally
covered with poppy seeds; this was Budapest, after all. The Kiddush wine was none of your Palwin cough
medicine, but a good red Hungarian kékfrankos of fine nose and savour, although some were sneaking sips
before the bracha (who could blame them?). After much slurping and munching, including pomegranate seeds,
we all moved to a large room set with table and chairs as well as a central groaningboard laden with many tasty
dishes of a cold buffet: salads of many kinds, dips, pasta, eggs, savoury pastries and sweet ones, etc. My table
conversation was with the aforementioned political scientist, who told me in utter bemusement that the
community was divided over whether to have meat in the buffet or not, so some were not staying for it (nu?).
Although he wasn’t religious, as someone who had survived the wartime ghetto and had lived under many
turbulent and unpleasant Hungarian regimes, he felt drawn to an attachment to this congregation and attended
its services. There were, he said, a number of converts in Sim Shalom, and one of them had excellently led
some parts of the davening in the service that evening.
I also had a conversation with an IT company specialist with whom I could discuss matters of mutual interest
connected to my research. His forebears, it turned out, came from the same Hungarian town as mine; a cousin
of his was doing some genealogy, so he would put me in touch. I then met a Professor of History at the Central
European University, whose specialism was Central European social history (surely a topic for the Edinburgh
Jewish Literary Society, if only).
In short, this was a memorable erev Rosh Hashanah, spent amid friendly company who would certainly have
recognised something of themselves among us in Edinburgh, and with whom it would be nice to maintain
acquaintance.




